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Created Railsandtrails.com to share digitized primary source maps and related 
documents with an emphasis on railroad history.

Helped digitize maps from libraries, historical societies and private collections



Maps of Ohio

www.railsandtrails.com
My personal website was started in the early 
days of the web to provide digital access to 
primary source maps and documents related 
to Cleveland and transportation history in Ohio 
and other areas of interest to me.



The First Means of 
Transportation
By foot or canoe



Early 
Roads
Transportation via foot, 
horse, wagon or stage.

DjVu
Many maps on the railsandtrails.com 
website require the free DjVuViewer



Improving Water 
Transportation
By 1832 a system of canals had been built in Ohio.

Map of Ohio
Engraved by A. Reed

1831



Cleveland 
Public 
Library

CPL.ORG



1842
άhƘƛƻ wŀƛƭ wƻŀŘέ 
shown but never 
built as located.



Historic Plain Dealer
Full text search at Cleveland Public Library



Railway Guides
Early maps were published in pocket 
guides that travelers could carry with 
them



American Railway 
Guide
1851 Map of Eastern United States

Cleveland & Pittsburgh (PRR) and Cleveland, 
Columbus & Cincinnati (NYC) completed out 
of Cleveland.

Lakefront line (LS&MS/NYC) in progress



Newspapers
Confirm map information 
using sources from the time 
period being researched.

Newspaper article abstracts 
from 1818 to 1876



Annals of Cleveland



American Railroad 
Guide
1851 Map of Eastern United States

Cleveland & Pittsburg (PRR) partially 
completed to Ravenna



American Railway 
Guide
1851 Map of Eastern United States

Cleveland, Columbus & Cincinnati (NYC/PRR) 
completed



For nearly thirty years, till 1825-when the 
canal got into full operation--Cleveland was 
only a small, straggling village--beset with 
sickness, and consequently a bad name.

Cleveland in 
1854

Shelby in 
1854

Then came the era of railways; 
and Cleveland was one of the 
first western towns to foresee 
and take advantage of the new 
system of commerce and 
locomotion. So it received a 
second great impulse, and is 
now growing with great 
rapidity. 



Maps of Cleveland and 
Cuyahoga County



1850 Map of 
Cleveland
State Library of Ohio

Found in a miscellaneous map 
drawer in 2006. Imaged in 
sections and stitched together

first railroad to 
bridge Cuyahoga



5ƛƴǎƳƻǊŜΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
Railroad & Steam 
Navigation Guide
1856 Complete Map of Railroad and Canals. 
(included in 1859 Guide)

Å Cleveland & Pittsburgh completed

Å Cleveland & Erie completed (Cuyahoga 
wƛǾŜǊ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ мустύ

Å Cleveland & Toledo Northern Division 
(Junction Railway) and Southern Division 
completed.

Å Elyria to Norwalk projected (eventually 
completed to Oberlin)

Å Clinton Line Railroad in progress (grading 
in many areas still visible in Eastern Ohio, 
but no track laid)



5ƛƴǎƳƻǊŜΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
Railroad & Steam 
Navigation Guide
1856 Complete Map of Railroad and Canals. 
(included in 1859 Guide)

Å Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati 
Railroad (later the CCC&StLςBig 4 ςNYC)

Å Grafton Note b: Junction Cleveland & 
Toledo Southern Division starts in Grafton 
(until Elyria ςOberlin line is completed.)


