
Using the ICC Railroad 
Valuation

to explore PRR history using maps, photos and related documents.

The presenter has digitized and organized 
more than 35,000 PRR valuation maps in the 
PRRT&HS collection at the Lewistown Archives.

Presented by Stephen Titchenal at the 2023 PRRT&HS Annual Meeting in Dublin, Ohio.



Interstate Commerce Commission
1913 Law, 1914 Specifications

Santa Fe Today 1947



Railroad 
Lines 

organized in 
Valuation 

Sections by 
railroad and 

State



Philadelphia
Many owned/ 
operated railroads 
had their own 
valuation section 
numbering



PRR organized into Valuation Districts



PRR organized into Valuation Districts



Valuation initially documented right of way
on June 30 of 1915 to 1918

(depending on State and Railroad).



ICC Valuation Maps
ÅDocumented location of railroad property, track and structures

PCC&StL.v1.OH-1 Ohio River bridge ςSteubenville, Jefferson County, Ohio











Maps numbered within Valuation Section

ÅGenerally, from East to West or South to North starting on right edge 
of map sheets. Later sheets could have different orientation but 
continue right to left. North arrow is always shown.

ÅChanges Valuation Section and number sequence at each State 
border.



drawn on tracing cloth (linen) with pen and ink
нпέ Ȅ рсέ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ

Can be very dirty!
thick ink can flake off or 
smear

PRRT&HS has an 
incomplete set of 
around 10,000 linen 
maps with original 
dates or early 
revisions.

Linens are not unique, copies were made by 
tracing or lithographic duplication

мέ Ґ мллΩΣ нллΩ ƻǊ 
пллΩΦ Lƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ŎŀǎŜǎ мέ Ґ рлΩΦ



Most of the linens in the PRRT&HS collection were 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άwŜǇǊƻ ŦƛƭŜǎέΦ tƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ 
revision was made to preserve the original 
information.

Not all map #s 
are in the files.



Linens are in 4 large bins (A,B,C,D) stored flat in folders



Blueprint: Paper reproductions 
made using a variety of methods

White line on blue background  - inverse 
of original black line on tracing cloth

Blue line whiteprint



PRRT&HS Blueprint Rolls

Rolls numbered at the time 
of creation although some 
numbers have been lost.

In most cases, after 
inventorying the maps in 
the roll, the roll number 
can be determined



PRRT&HS 1948-1950 Blueprint Rolls
319 Rolls

Roughly alphabetical by 
company in multiple series by 
region.

16 missing rolls but appears 
to be an almost complete set 
of owned and operated 
railroads.

Some joint/associated lines 
are missing such as the 
Monongahela Railroad

Some abandoned lines such 
as OR&W, LA&S were found.



PRR 
valuation 
sections

Å Scanning complete.
Å Initial indexing 

complete.
Å Most master scans done 

at 400 dpi color tiff and 
require 100MB @

Ed Kline and Steve Titchenal 
operating the large format scanner



Roll 318 is last of the 1948/49 revisions ςWNY&P Wolf Creek Branch.
Roll 319 has Corporate History Charts
Roll 290 to 609 duplicate the Linen Repro files with some additional revision dates

and in a few cases missing map #s from the linen files. 



www.railsandtrails.com/

https://railsandtrails.com/PRR/Transportation Lines/index.html


www.railsandtrails.com/ICC/

https://railsandtrails.com/ICC/




www.railsandtrails.com/PRRT&HS/Valuation%20Maps/

https://railsandtrails.com/PRRT&HS/Valuation Maps/index.html


Individual maps are available from the PRRT&HS as digital downloads.

PDF Indexes by state are available for download at
www.railsandtrails.com/PRRT&HS/Valuation%20Maps/

Copy index 
map name 
to order

http://www.railsandtrails.com/PRRT&HS/Valuation Maps/


Experimental online index with thumbnails
www.railsandtrails.com/PRRT&HS/Valuation%20Maps/PCC&StL.html

Return to List

https://railsandtrails.com/PRRT&HS/Valuation Maps/PCC&StL.html


Experimenting with distribution by valuation section(s) at a discount for PRRT&HS Members

Download full set

Browse and download individual maps

List 
View

Tile View

Broad Street Station ς5 dates ς8 maps available



tww ±ŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ м ƳƛƭŜ ǇŜǊ рсέ Ȅ нпέ ƳŀǇ

Altoona



Map Legend
Grand Division and Division usually not 
updated from the original date of valuation

Valuation Section 7.2
(State of Pennsylvania)
Map #7 (ST = Station Track)

Scale 1 inch = 100 feet
Sheet length is 56 inches
covers 1 mile of track

June 30, 1918
original date of valuation

{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ спслҌпл Ґ спсл ϝ мллΩ Ҍ плΩ Ґ спслплΩκрнул Ґ мннΦорс ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
start of measurement ςin this case the start of the Middle Division.



Map correct to and revision dates

Correct as of Dec. 31, 1949 
No Revision

Correct as of Dec. 31, 1946 
Map Revised



Altoona Station between 2 maps

PRR.v7.2.PA-07 ST

ST = Station Map ςTrack
SL = Station Map - Land



Distibutionresolution
200 dots per inch
(about twice actual size)
most maps scanned at 400 dpi and higher 
resolution image is available if needed for 
publication



Property boundaries have a 
number referring to the Schedule 
of Property

Station on property indexed # 1 and 2

PRR.v7.2.PA-07 SL (Station Lands)



Property boundaries have a 
number referring to the Schedule 
of Property

Station on property indexed # 1 and 2

Schedule of property removed from most PRR maps after around 1930. 
For some SL maps, schedule of property is a separate sheet



Original valuation 1918 Map 
shows Logan House and station



List of tracks for maps with many sidings



Valuation Profiles
PRRT&HS Rolls contain 
only a few. Mostly for 
realignments after 
date of valuation



Penn Central / Conrail Real Estate Department 
Microfilm

½ size Valuation Maps 
from the last days of 
PRR with notations as 
to property sold off or 
transferred to Conrail

All images have been 
scanned but most 
need to be cropped 
and straightened. 

Partially fills in some 
gaps such as 
Monongahela Railway. 
(jointly owned)



Real Estate Department Microfilm

½ size valuation maps 
microfilmed

Smallest text is not readable 
on some map images



Real Estate Department used the ½ size maps 
to show property disposition



A few sections span multiple divisions



Joint Trackage within a Valuation Section 
often assigned a subsection letter. 
C&AC Zanesville Division 22, 22a but continuing the same Map numbering.

Junction Zanesville Terminal Railroad (jointly operated by PRR and Z&W)


